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The proportion and grade of maturity of cultural and art-related activities
always reflect the creative power of the people living in the host city and
also the possibilities for artistic development there. Only when culture
and art can infiltrate the spaces where people live and spend their time,
the originally cold and uninviting city will come to life and have a more
colorful and friendly appearance. The Very Fun Park, Taiwan’s biggest
corporate-funded cultural event, was first implemented in 2001. This

year, it will try to bring life to Taipei again, with the motto of Light Up.
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Since the start of summer, everyone
has been talking about the Very Fun
Park. From a small arts festival that
started up from nothing, this public
arts experiment has turned into the
subject of much speculation. It's now
an event that many people place high
expectations on. But at the same
time, it has been a grand opportunity
for a new generation of young artists
to exert their talents; Very Fun Park
has brought back to life Taipei’s
public art, which had been quiet for
many years. By leaving traditional
exhibition venues behind and
embracing the streets and people of
the city, it has declared the arrival of

a new era of art.

“If I really have to name this year’s
most characteristic feature, I would
have to say the it’s the scale,” says
Hsiung Chuan-Hui who is the initiator
of Very Fun Park and has watched it
grow. This year’s event, there will be
100 art works exhibited in different
places. This is not only a new record
for the event itself, but also something
that is rarely seen in public art events
in Taiwan. These 100 pieces of art are
not only the work of many Taiwanese
and foreign artists, but they are also
the effort and devoted work of the
countless part-taking artists, stores

and all the workers that work night
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and day to set up the displays. Art

is something that always seems

to just fall into place: but behind

that seeming easiness, there is a
complicated process that is hard to
imagine for outsiders, especially in

a huge public event like this. From
planning to maintaining the artworks,
there's very little room for mistakes.
The cooperation between Fubon

Art Foundation not only succeeded

in establishing the Very Fun Park,
but also set the best example for
cooperation between the two fields

of business and the arts. In this event
the two partners function as equal
counterparts in a win-win situation;
they did not only put the festival on
the right track, but also opened a door

for the public to enjoy modern art.

Very Fun Park is a very important
event for the city of Taipei, but on the
other hand it is only the most obvious
of Fubon Art Foundation’s efforts.
The biggest goal of Hsiung Chuan-
Hui is to gradually improve the
currently less than optimal situation
of the local creative environment.
“We start at taking care of the
everyday lives of the artists,” she
says. Although this approach seems
to be very basic, in reality this is
exactly the most direct and effective

way to help upcoming artists. With

the help of the foundation, the
young artists don’t need to exhaust
themselves over the trivial things
in life, they can concentrate their
efforts on creating art. Artists like
Hung Yi and Jam Wu, who are now
known in international art circles,
received support from the Fubon
Art Foundation in their early days.
Besides curatorial efforts and
organization of lessons, the Fubon
Art Foundation plays a proactive role
in the promoting of young artists,

which is a very important part.

From a small-scale event that only
covered Taipei's East District,

Very Fun Park has developed into

a huge activity that also exhibits in
Hsinyi District and the campuses

of National Taiwan University and
Chengchi University. Furthermore,
the orgahizcrs are planning to
expand their efforts to the southern
city on Kaohsiung, to pick up on the
successes they had with organizing
events in Hong Kong. Overall, the
success of Very Fun Park proves the
coming of a new era of public art; it
shows that there isn’t a need anymore
to divide the spaces of living and art.
When art and life merge into the same
thing there will be stories waiting for
you to discover behind every corner

of the city, every single second.




